
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



276 Mistake concerning Judge Jay's Opinion. [Dec. 

MISTAKE CONCERNING JUDGE JAY'S OPINION ON A 
CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

Judge Jay, of New York, published, early in the spring of 
this year, a delightful little volume on " War and Peace," 
which we were glad to see noticed by so many editors in terms of 
the highest commendation ; but were sorry to observe so utter a 
misconception by some, of his views concerning the feasibility 
of a Congress of Nations. He was said, in a tone of reproach- 
ful triumph, to have discarded the whole project as a Utopian, 
impracticable scheme ; and his authority was quoted as decisive 
at once of the point in dispute. 

In reply to this hasty, erroneous statement, we would say, — 
I. That the substitute for war recommended by Judge Jay 
himself with so much force, rests on the same principle with 
the proposed Congress of Nations; — 2. That this substitute is 
recommended as preparatory to such a Congress, and only be- 
cause the world is not yet ready to adopt that more important 
measure. — 3. That he expressly approves the plan itself, and 
regards it as "a consummation devoutly to be wished," and 
ultimately to be realized. But we will let our learned and 
eloquent friend speak for himself: 

" We have often seen extensive national alliances for the 
prosecution of war; and no sufficient reason can be assigned 
why such alliances might not also be formed for the preserva- 
tion of peace. It is obvious that war might instantly be ban- 
ished from Europe, would its nations regard themselves as 
members of one great society, and, by mutual consent, erect a 
court for the trial and decision oj their respective differences. 
But such an agreement, we are told, is impossible. That the 
immediate or early establishment of such a court is impossible, 
we are not disposed to deny ; since time would be necessary to 
enlighten and direct public opinion, and produce general acqui- 
escence in the plan, as well as to arrange the various stipula- 
tions and guarantees that would be requisite. It is not surpri- 
sing that those who suppose such a tribunal can only be estab- 
lished by a simultaneous movement among the nations who are 
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to continue warring with each other till the signal is given for 
universal peace, should be startled at the boldness and absurdity 
of the project. Of such a project we are wholy guiltless. We 
have no hope or expectation, in the present state of the world, 
of a general and simultaneous negotiation throughout Christen- 
dom in behalf of a tribunal for the decision of national differen- 
ces, and the suppression of war. Such a movement can only 
be expected after an extensive, although partial abandonment 
of the military policy, and must be demanded and effected by 
the pacific sentiments of mankind. We have no hesitation, 
therefore, in avowing our belief, that, under existing circum- 
stances, the idea of a Congress of Nations for the extinction of 
war, is utterly chimerical. But both reason and experience 
warrant the hope that some one nation may set an example 
which, through the blessing of Providence, may be made 
instrumental in ushering in the reign of universal peace. 

In another place he says, " Nor is it the vain hope of idle 
credulity that at last a union might be formed of every Chris- 
tian nation for guaranteeing the peace of Christendom, by 
establishing a tribunal for the adjustment of national differ- 
ences, and by preventing all forcible resistance to its decrees. 
It is unnecessary to discuss the character and powers with 
which such a tribunal should be invested. Whenever it shall 
be seriously desired, but little difficulty will be experienced in 
placing it on a stable and satisfactory basis. That suck a 
court, formed by a Congress of Nations in obedience io the 
general wish, would, next to Christianity, be the richest gift 
ever bestowed by Heaven upon a suffering world, wi'l scarcely 
be questioned by any who have patiently and candidly inves- 
tigated the subject." 

Every reader will see at a glance, that Judge Jay, so far 
from discarding such a tribunal as we propose, deems it an 
object of vast importance, but supposes, as every friend of the 
measure has from the first supposed, that it cannot for ages be 
carried into full effect, and therefore proposes as a temporary 
substitute, preparatory to a Congress of -Nations, the practice 
of inserting in every future treaty a clause whereby the parties 
shall bind themselves to settle all subsequent misunderstandings 
by amicable reference. 
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